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Che Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





90 to the lonely altar, 
Where the Keart of thy Saviour bleeds, 
Find into His yearning besom 

Pour the comfort of thy good deeds. 


The bright world has forgot Kim, 
Or against Him hatred nursed; 
0 give Him some drops of comfort, 
To quench His loving thirst. 


Dost hear the Saviour knocking 2 
Make Kim a welcome guest; 
Within the chamber of thy heart, 
Lead Him to peace and rest. 


Find tho’ He mourns in anguish 
The love a base world spurns, 
Be still will hear thy sorrows; 
With love Kis bosom burns. 


An hour of lonely anguish 
Will come one day to thee, 
When bathed in death’s cold sweat, 
Thou facest eternity. 


Thy dying eyes, how eager 
They'll seek fer help and light, 
And a tender trust in Jesus, 
Tn this last bitter fight. 


The Heart of Jesus bids thee 
Follow His footsteps blest, 
That one day He may take thee, 
Rejoicing, to His breast. 
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The Reverence Wherewith We Ougbt to Hear 
Doly Mass. 





| HE historian Josephus tells us that seven hundred priests 
and Levites served daily in the Jewish temple; they 
slaughtered the victims, cleansed them, cut them in 
pieces, and burnt them upon the altar, preserving mean- 
while the utmost outward reverence, and silence so perfect that 
it might have been thought that there was but one priest officiat- 
ing. Ifthe Jews showed such great reverence for their sacrifices 
of animals, which were but types of the Sacrifice of the Mass, how 
much more ought we Christians show the utmost reverence and 
devotion at the sublime Sacrifice in. which the spotless Lamb of 
God is mystically slain on our altars, and assist at it with all 
possible attention and in deepest silence. 





The First Christians. 


Such was the practice of the early Christians. St. Chrysos- 
tom writes of them that, on entering the church, as they crossed 
the threshold they stooped and kissed the ground, and that 
during the celebration of the Mass the silence that prevailed 
could not have been more profound had the church been empty. 
We may here again remind the reader of the words of St. James’ 
liturgy: ‘‘Let every one keep silence and tremble with awe, let 
nothing earthly occupy his thoughts, for the King of kings, the 
Lord of lords is about to come, to be immolated upon the altar, 
and to give Himself for the food of the faithful.’’ St. Martin 
never allowed himself to sit in church, but remained kneeling or 
standing during the whole time, praying with an awe-struck ex- 
pression of countenance. When asked the reason of this he 
replied, ‘‘How can I do otherwise than fear when I stand in the 
presence of my God and my Lord?’’ David expresses the same 
feeling when he says, “‘I will come into Thy house, I will wor- 
ship towards Thy holy temple in Thy fear.’’ (Ps. v. 8.) 


‘Reverence My Sanctuary.”’ 


The words God spoke to Moses out of the burning bush may 
also be appositely quoted in this place: ‘‘Put off the shoes from 
thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”’ 
(Ex. 11. 5.) How much more reverence is due to our churches, 
which have been consecrated by the bishop, and where the holy 
Sacrifice is daily offered. David went with fear and trembling 
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into the tabernacle, where the ark of the covenant stood; how 
much the more reason have we sinners to enter with holy fear 
and profound respect into our churches, where the Blessed 
Sacrament is present, where Mass is celebrated, and assist with 
reverence at the greatest of all mysteries! God Himself gives us 
the command, ‘‘Reverence My sanctuary.’’ (Lev. xxvi. 2.) This 
applies with more justice to our churches than to the tabernacle 
of the Israelites, just as Jacob’s ladder and the altar at Bethel 
are typical of the Christian Church rather than of Solomon’s 
tempel. Of our sanctuaries we may rightly say, ‘‘How terrible 
is this place! this is no other but the house of God, and the gate 
of heaven.”’ (Gen. XxVII. 17.) 
The house of God. 

Hence it may be seen how much they are to be blamed, who 
regard the church with no more respect and reverence than their 
own house, never thinking, apparently, that it is the house of 
God, the dwelling-place of the Son of the Most High. Some 
persons are so shameless as to stare about them, watch all who 
come in or go out, and even talk or laugh, while the holy Sacri- 
tice of the Mass, before which the angels fall prostrate upon their 
faces, is being offered. To these Christ might well address the 
words He spoke to those who bought and sold in the temple, 
‘*My house is the house of prayer, but you have made it a den of 
thieves.’’ (Luke xrx. 46.) Commenting on this passage, Corne- 
lius 4 Lapide says, ““The Christian Church is in very truth the 
house of God, for Christ dwells therein in the Adorable Sacra- 
ment of the Altar. If He drove the Jews with scourges out of 
the temple, how much the more do Christians deserve a like 
treatment who profane His holy house with idle chatter, inquis- 
itive glances, and rude staring at strangers.’’ 


Rebuked by an Angel. 


In connection with looking about one in church at Mass-time, 
the Blessed Veronica of Binasco relates the following experience : 
‘‘Once, when prompted by curiosity, I happened during the time 
of Mass to look at one of the sisters who was kneeling near the 
altar, the angel of God, who is constantly beside me, rebuked me 
with such severity that I almost fainted with terror. How threat- 
eningly he looked at me as he said, ‘Why dost thou not keep 
watch over thy heart? Why dost thou gaze thus curiously at thy 
sister? Thou hast committed no slight offence against God.’ 
Thus spoke the angel, and by Christ’s command he enjoined on 











38 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


me a heavy penance for my fault, which for three days I bewailed 
with tears. Now, when I hear Mass, I never venture so much as 
turn my head, for fear of incurring the displeasure of His Divine 


Majesty.’’ 
bow Displeasing to God. 


From this example we may learn how displeasing it is to 
God, if, during holy Mass, we gaze about us, observe all who 
come and go, how they are dressed, what they do and how they 
pray, in a word if we wish to know all that passes in the church. 
We will have enough to do if we try to guard our wandering 
thoughts, in order to be able to pray with devotion. Whosoever 
looks about in a curious manner, wilfully exposes himself to dis- 
traction, which is sinful. In order to avoid this, think of Blessed 
Veronica, who on account of her curiosity was so severely 
rebuked by an angel. If it is sinful to look about one out of 
curiosity, how very wrong it must be to talk in church and during 
the time of Mass. It is much easier to restrain one’s tongue 
than one’s eyes, and on that account it is more wrong to speak 
in church than to let one’s eyes wander; besides, not only is it a 
greater offence against God, but it gives scandal and disturbs 
others at their prayers. In order to guard against this fault let 
us remember our Lords words: ‘“‘I say unto you, that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall render an account for it in 
the day of judgement.’”’ (St. Matt. xxu. 36.) If we shall have to 
give an account of every idle word that we speak, how severely 
will the just Judge punish the idle words spoken at Mass-time, 
whereby we have shown such want of respect for His service ! 

In order to show the full amount of reverence due to the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass it is well to remain on one’s knees all 
the time. For if St. Paul says, ‘‘That in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, 
and under the earth’’ (Phil. 11. 10.), how much more ought we 
to bow the knee when the Divine Savior is present in person 
upon the altar, and the work of our redemption is renewed. 
Those who cannot kneel during the entire Mass should do so at 
least from the consecration until after the communion of the 
_ A Most Objectionable Custom. 

It is a most objectionable custom for women to come to Mass 
gorgeously attired. The holy Pope Linus used to insist on the 
Apostle’s injunction being observed, which required every woman 
to wear a veil when she went tochurch. St. Charles Borromeo 
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was accustomed to say that women who were not thus veiled 
should be refused admittance into the church. According to 
St. Clement of Alexandria, the reason of this command was lest 
the beauty of the fair sex should distract the attention of men. 
Much harm is done by those who come to Mass splendidly and 
elaborately dressed, because they attract attention to themselves 
which ought to be given to the Mass, and thus lead others into 
sin. St. Ambrose says of such persons, ‘“The more admiration 
they receive from men, the more vile they are in the sight of 
God; the more they are praised by their fellow-creatures, the 
more they are despised and hated by God.’’ 





Wibat the Saints Dave Said about the Effects 
of holy Communion. 





By holy communion the power of Satan is checked and his 
arrows turned aside. St. Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr. 


Our bodies are preserved and strengthened by daily partaking 
of food; but what is it that restores to the soul its lost strength? 
What else but that of which our Lord says, ‘My flesh is meat 
indeed and My blood is drink indeed.’’ St. Basil. 


The body and blood of Christ blot out every sin and purify 
from every stain. 

The sacred body and blood of Christ cannot be consumed, 
cannot be destroyed, cannot be separated from us; it becomes a 
part of our being, serves for our preservation, for blotting out 
the consequences of our original guilt. St. John Damascene. 


The time for receiving holy communion is not some feast or 
solemnity, but whenever our conscience is pure and our life free 
from sin. 

The blood of Christ causes a divine blood to glow in our 
veins, gives beauty and nobleness to the soul, and by nourishing 
it prevents exhaustion. This blood is salvation itself to the soul, 
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which it purifies, beautifies, inflames, and makes brighter than 
gold or fire. As he who thrusts his hand or his tongue into molten 
gold draws it out gilded, so the soul which bathes in this blood 
becomes as bright and beautiful as gold. St. Chrysostom. 


If bread baked under ashes and a drink of water strengthened 
the Prophet Elias to such a degree, that in the strength of this 
food he walked for forty days and forty nights; what virtue must 
the blood of Christ possess, what strength must it impart to him 
who receives it worthily, since it is the blood of life! 

By partaking of the Holy Eucharist the soul is fortified 
against the furious assaults of the wicked enemy. For who could 
withstand the attacks of the infernal spirits, if not sustained by 
this all-powerful remedy. This the royal prophet acknowledges 
when he says, (Ps. 22, 5.) ‘‘Thou hast prepared a table before 
me, against them that afflict me.’’ St. Laurence Justinian. 


Holy communion is a nourishment of the soul and as such is 
destined to restore its lost vigor, consequently to efface venial 
sin, which diminishes the fervor of love, the true vigor of the 
soul. This is accomplished either through an increase of grace 
where imperfect love and contrition exist, or through the impart- 
ing of perfect love and contrition itself. St. Thomas Aquinas. 


Be on your guard that you do not approach the holy table © 


coldly, carelessly and thoughtlessly, because you will receive this 
bread unworthily if you approach without reverence and reflection. 
Take care that you are not puffed up, that you do not receive this 
Sacrament out of routine, vain glory or human respect or to 
obtain some earthly gain, as alas, in our days so many misuse for 


their destruction that, which was given for their salvation. 
St. Bonaventure. 


Holy communion interiorly vivifies, because by its power an 
imperfect penitent is often changed toa perfect penitent. Just 
as the partaking of the tree of life, imparted life, thus by this 
grace we are purified, enlightened, perfected, refreshed and re- 
invigorated. And very appropriately is life imparted to us by 
this food, for it was food that brought us death. Albertus Mag. 
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The Holy Eucharist possesses the power to perfect, and is 
justly called the most excellent of the sacraments, the mystery 
of mysteries. For although we are united with God by means 
of the other sacraments, this Sacrament is by preference called 
communion or union with. St. Dionysius the Areopagite. 


The body of Christ is a shadow, which cools the heat of 
lust, checks the insolence of vicious inclinations, extinguishes the 
fire of evil desires, and moderates the violence of avarice and of 
the other passions. And why should not the shadow of the Lord 
have such power, since even the shadow of the apostles possessed 
healing power? St. Ambrose. 


The glowing coal with which the angel purified the lips of 
the Prophet Isaias from every stain, is a type of the body of the 
Lord, which cleanses the conscience of him who receives it, from 
all ungodliness. St. Justin, Martyr. 


God the Father said to St. Catherine of Siena: If many 
persons should light candles of different sizes at one light, all 
indeed would receive light and warmth; but still you willsay, that 
those received more, who brought larger candles. It is the same 
with those who approach the table of the Lord with their candles, 
that is with a longing to be united with God. All receive the 
grace of God in holy communion, which is both light and heat, but 
those receive more, who bring with them a greater love and desire. 





The Happiest Day of My Nife. 





In the ‘‘Prison Mirror,’’ a paper published by the inmates 
of one of our state prisons, the editor once put the question, 
“Which was the happiest day of your life?’’ The following 
answer indicates that even upon these prisoners, whom the 
world has rejected, the thought of the days of their childhood, 
when they were still innocent, makes a deep impression. The 
answer ran ‘thus: 

“The happiest day of my life was the day of my first holy 








a ly ay 





42 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


< 


communion. On that day I was pure and innocent like a flower; 
on that day I was happy in the consciousness that others parti- 
cipated in my joy; on that day I was happy in seeing in my loved 
mother’s beaming face, the serene consciousness of having ful- 
filled her duty as a mother in trying to turn the pure soul of her 
child to God; on that day I was happy in listening to the earnest 
words of my pious mother, as she counselled me not to stray 
from the right path, to keep my thoughts turned toward God 
and to keep His holy commandments; on that day I could yet 
distinguish between ‘mine’ and ‘thine’.’’ 

Oh child, with thy Savior’s grace, keep steadfastly thy 
whole life, and especially in thy youth, to the resolutions 
which thou didst make on the day of thy first holy commun- 
ton; and this most happy day will be followed by another, still 
more happy—the day when thou shalt see face to face, Him, 
Who here rejoiced thy heart under the lowly form of the Sacred 


Host. 





Hn Example for Children Preparing for 
First Holy Communion. 





In England, during the year 1886, the priests of the excel- 
lent Order of Redemptorists sent out about seventy missionaries, 
among whom was a Father Hall, noted for his love for children, 
who would gather the little ones about him to prepare them for 
confession and holy communion. 

The Catholics of the neighborhood were extremely poor and 
many of the children attended the instructions barefooted and in 
tattered clothing. The missionary noticed that some were a- 
shamed, and he described to them, in glowing words, the poverty 
of the Child Jesus, who‘certainly had often gone barefooted, His 
love for children who resembled Him in His poverty, and told 
them therefore not to be ashamed, but attend the instructions 
often. After this the children came in greater numbers and more 
zealously than before. 

The morning approached on which the children were to 
receive holy communion in a body. Many came to the church 
barefooted, even for this holy purpose. Their mothers had 
carefully mended the rents in their clothing, but they had no 
shoés. The priest reached the communion in the Mass; the 
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confiteor was said. He stepped to the communion-rail, but had 
to wait. Of their own accord, the children who wore shoes took 
them off, and approached holy communion barefooted, for they 
did not wish to grieve the poorer children, because, as they 
afterwards said, the Child Jesus most loved those children who 
resembled Him in their poverty. This made a great impression 
on the poor children since they perceived the tender charity of 
the rich. There were few adults in the church who could restrain 


their tears. 
Now, dear children, who are preparing this year for your 


first holy communion, let your parents attend to your dresses; 
but take care, above all, that even as did those good children of 
England, to bring with you a great love for your Divine Savior 
and perform some good work for the poor. 





Lessons Taugbt by the Sacred heart. 





If you love the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed Sacrament 
by its own light will teach you to know and to love the Sacred 
Heart; and the Sacred Heart will open itself, and will teach us 
to know its own character. We shall know all its love—the love 
which is from eternity to eternity; the love of ineffable divine 
fervor, of unspeakable human tenderness; the Love that died 
for us. We shall know too the commandment of that Love 
when He was about to die for us. And we shall learn not only 
His love, but His patience; for He abides in the midst of us for 
ever. Sinners as we are—cold, ungrateful, reckless, and heedless 
as we are—He still dwells in the midst of us in His humility, 
veiled, out of sight, slighted and disbelieved, passed without a 
sign of recognition by the multitudes that go by Him. There He 
is, in His generosity, giving away grace after grace. We become 
bankrupt through our fault and sin; we go back to Him: He 
restores to us the graces that we have lost; more than this, He 
pours out upon us even more grace than we have wasted, for His 
generosity is inexhaustible. 

He does not ‘break the bruised reed’ nor ‘quench the smok- 
ing flax.’ He waits for you. He has waited for you from your 
childhood and in your youth and in your manhood; in all your 
wanderings He has been waiting for you still; trying to draw you 
towards Him, that some day, at last, you may come to true 
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repentance, and that some day before you die you may be His 
disciple. And in all this see what I may call His unsuspicious- 
ness. Friends suspect one another, they form rash judgements 
of one another, they are always harboring hard thoughts of each 
other, they draw to themselves pictures and characters of other 
men, and seldom in their favor. How does the Sacred Heart 
deal with us? He knows everything that is in us, and yet He 
speaks to us with the same unchangeable love and the same 
unalterable patience, as if we were within altogether what we 
show ourselves without. What a perfect love, then, is this 
divine and human character of our Master. 

But if we love Him, we must bear the fruits that are like 
Him. ‘The fruit of the Spirit is charity, joy, peace.’ These are 
the fruits of the Sacred Heart. The heart He bears to us we 
must bear to our neighbor. Our whole mind must be to our 
neighbor what His mind is to us. And to this we must add a love 
of the cross; for that was the crowning perfection of the Sacred 
Heart. It is not easy to love contradictions, slights, sorrows, 
anxieties, failures, vexations. Wewho murmur and repine and 
chafe and fret all the day long if anything goes against us, call 
ourselves disciples of the Sacred Heart; and yet we have not so 
much as the will to bear the cross, much less to love it. We 
must learn to be forgiving, to be patient, to bear with others, in 
charity, hoping for their salvation. These are tokens of our 
being true disciples of the Sacred Heart. 





A Loving Trust in the Heart of Fesus. 


In 1869 a certain family was in deepest trouble, being on the 
brink of ruin. There came one day to visit them a devout lover 
of the Sacred Heart, who had heard of their distress. After ex- 
pressing sympathy, in the course of the conversation the visitor 
asked, ‘Have you a picture of the Sacred Heart in your house ?”’’ 
As the question was answered in the negative, the visitor contin- 
ued. ‘You should get one immediately, then place your trust in 
the Lord.’’ The advice was carried out and the picture of the 
Sacred Heart was prominently placed and devoutly honored. The 
assistance was not long in coming; the family was preserved from 
the impending ruin and in their gratitude besought the pastor 


that he would make known from the pulpit this example of the 
mercy of the Heart ofJesus. 
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The Advantages Derived by the Faithful 
from tbe 


Veneration of the Image of the Sacred Heart. 





M™@}o one, not even God Himself, will forbid your asking 
yourself at whatever you are engaged, ““What will this 
profit me?’’ Such a question is quite reasonable, and I 
certainly wish that you would often put the same to 
yourself. It would prevent your speaking many an unprofitable 
word, many useless cares would be cast aside, and all injurious 
actions would be avoided. I have not the least objection either, 
if you wish to know what profit you may reap from the honor 
you pay the image of the Sacred Heart. 

The Catholic veneration of the image of the Sacred Heart is 
directed above all to the heart of Christ itself; it is devotion to 
this heart. Therefore z¢ zs a God-pleasing act and merits an 
eternal reward. As dishonor and insult offered to a sacred image 
deserves punishment, so the veneration of God and His saints in 
their images merits a reward. This is the first advantage. 

The second was revealed to Blessed Margaret Alacoque by 
our Divine Lord. He desires that the image of His heart be 
placed before the faithful, in order that they may be touched 
by the sight of tt. 

A Great Spiritual Advantage. 





It has often happened that the image of the Crucified, of 
Jesus in His agony, or of the Sorrowful Mother, has excited 
contrition, sympathy and devotion in the heart of the beholder, 
and many a one who approached a sacred image, hardened in 
sin, departed from it, converted. Thus had he been moved at 
sight of the image. The image of the Sacred Heart should 
produce a similar effect. Through the picture of His Sacred 
Heart, our Lord, as it were, begs for compassion, gratitude, and 
a return of love. ‘‘Behold,” He said to Blessed Margaret Ala- 
coque, “this heart which has so loved men, that tt has spared 
nothing, even to exhausting and consuming itself, in order to 
testify tts love.” 

If you are attentive to these words ofthe Sacred Heart, it 
will preach you a silent but impressive sermon on the love of 
Christ, the sufferings He endured, the sins by which vou have 
offended Him, the love which it bears to sinners, and His readi- 
ness to assist all those who are burdened and heavily laden. If 
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you thus contemplate the image of the Heart of Jesus, z¢ w7// 
incite you to contrition, compassion, reparation, hope, confidence, 
gratitude, and a return of love; tt will, as our Lord said, 
touch your heart. This is the second great spiritual advantage, 
which the devout veneration of the image of the Sacred Heart 
will afford you. I will mention still another. 


All Manner of Blessings. 


When, in the desert, the people of Israel, as a punishment 
for their sins, were tormented by poisonous reptiles, they begged 
God’s mercy. He promised to help them, but on condition that 
they looked upon the image of the serpent which Moses had 
raised up for them. The remedy lay not in the image of the 
serpent itself, but on the one hand, in God's promise to the 
Jews of His special assistance, and on the other, in their look- 
ing upon the serpent with confidence in His unfailing promise. 

Now the special power of the image of the Sacred Heart is 
similar to this. Through Blessed Margaret Alacoque, our Lord 
Jesus Christ has promised us, that wherever ¢he *mage of His 
Sacred Heart should be exposed and honored, it would draw 
down all manner of benedictions. In a letter to a former 
superior, the Servant of God writes more in detail about the 
promises which our Lord made to those who honor the image of 
His heart. She says, “‘I have no liberty anymore, but to speak 
of our Lord, of Whom this unworthy creature (the saint herself) 
wishes to say a word to you, that concerns a special grace, which 
she believes to have received from Him.”’ 


Promises of Our Lord and Confidence. 


He repeatedly assured her, that He took a singular pleas- 
ure in being honored under the representation of this heart of 
flesh, and it seemed to her, as though He had promised her, that 
all who are devoted to this Divine Heart shall never be lost,— 
and wherever this image is exposed for veneration it will draw 
down upon the place every kind of blessing; that by this means 
He will restore peace to families,—that He will protect those in 
need,—that He will pour out the sweet unctions of His burning 
love on those communities where this image is honored, and will 
turn aside the arrows of God’s justice, if they by their sins have 
excited His wrath. 

It has pleased our Lord, therefore, to attach special graces 
to the erection and veneration of this image. The power does 
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not lie in the image itself, but in the promise of our Lord, and 
in the confidence of the faithful in the unfailing promises, whose 
fulfillment they may assuredly expect, if they venerate this image. 
It ts therefore meet, that we should avail ourselves of God's 
promises, and by devout veneration of the image of the Sacred 
Heart, become partakers of these blessings. 





What the Image of the heart of Jesus Represents. 





F we wish to know what feelings a child entertains for its 
absent parents, we need only show it some object which 
reminds it of them. Ifthe child casts this aside or ex- 
presses only indifference for it, we draw the conclusion 

that it has almost or entirely forgotten its parents; that it no 
longer cherishes any love or gratitude towards them. But if the 
child receives the picture of its parents with joy, carefully pre- 
serves it and often looks upon it, we rightly infer that love and 
gratitude still dwell in the heart of the child. 

This similitude may fitly be applied to the images of the 
Saints, of the Mother of God, and of our Lord. For they are 
memorials, and dy the respect and veneration which we show 
them, we evince our sentiments towards our Lord and the 


saints. 
The Council of Trent teaches that these images serve to 


represent the mysteries of our redemption, and that thereby the 
faithful are instructed and strengthened in the truths of our holy 
— The Image of the Sacred heart. 

The above is true also of the image of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. The sight of it should remind us of the mysteries of our 
redemption; of the gifts and graces which the loving Heart of 
our Redeemer has bestowed upon us. We should thereby be 
incited to gratitude and love, and urged to imitate the virtues of 
His most holy Heart, and thus constantly advance in Christian 
perfection. /f we thus venerate the image of the Heart of 
Jesus, we honor our Savior Himself in His most holy, most 
loving, most benign Heart; for veneration of the image, is ven- 
eration of the Divine Heart itself. On the other hand irreverence 
and contempt offered the picture of the Sacred Heart, is irrever- 
ence and contempt offered our Lord Himself. 
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Give the image or picture of the Sacred Heart a prominent 
place in your room, kneel devoutly before it or kiss it; light a 
lamp or a candle while praying before it, or decorate it with 
flowers. Thus did St. Theresa in times of spiritual dryness or 
desolation. 

The Emblems. 

In order to make it easy for us to honor the image of His 
Sacred Heart, our Lord has surrounded it with emblems or 
symbols, which are calculated to inspire devotion even in the 
most illiterate. These symbols are a crown of thorns, flames, a 
cross, and an open wound. 


The Crown of Thorns. 


The crown of thorns ts the emblem of suffering; the in- 
nocent, loving Heart of Jesus endured infinite sufferings for 
us in the passion. For did not our Lord Himself say, ““My 
soul is sorrowful even unto death ?”’ 

When oppressed by intense sorrow, weighed down by some 
great affliction, we say, ‘‘My heart aches; I cannot endure this 
suffering; it will break my heart.’’ How much truth these words 
express! But how intense were the sufferings of the Heart of 
Jesus during the passion! This is expressed by the crown of 
thorns surrounding the Sacred Heart. 

The Heaft of Jesus in heaven as well as in the tabernacle is 
still as sensitive and feels as keenly the ingratitude, coldness, 
and indifference of mankind as at the time of the passion. For 
this reason our Lord said to Blessed Margaret Alacoque, ‘‘This 
is much more painful to Me than all I suffered in My passion. If 
men rendered me some return of love, I should esteem little, all 
I have done for them, but they meet my eager love with coldness 
and rebuffs.’’ This is what the crown of thorns, surrounding 
the Sacred Heart should recall to our minds. 


The Flames. 


What do these signify? They area type of the superabun- 
dant inextinguishable love of Jesus for us, which is a fire at 
which we should warm our cold hearts. ‘“‘God is love,’’ says 
St. John. Jesus Christ is God; Jesus Christ therefore is love. 
The Heart of Jesus therefore ts love. The love of Jesus tsa 
divine love, for that reason an infinitely great love. Hence 
our Lord says by the mouth of the Prophet Jeremias, “‘With an 
everlasting love have I loved thee.’’ This love is also the most 
fruitful, “for no one,’’ says our Lord Himself, ‘‘has a greater 
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love, than he who lays down his life for his friends.’’ 

This love is also the most efficacious, for a single drop of 
His infinitely precious blood would have been sufficient for the 
redemption of the world; but He shed the last drop of His blood 
amid most bitter sufferings. zs Jove, however, did not end 
here. ‘‘Having loved His own, who were in the world, He loved 
them to the end,’’ and His Heart found a means, by which He 
really could remain present among us until the end of time. 

This means ts the Holy Eucharist. In virtue of the Holy 
Eucharist He daily offers Himself in holy Mass, in virtue of this 
Mystery He enters into a most intimate union with each of the 
faithful, and in virtue of His sacramental presence in the taber- 
nacle, He prays unceasingly for us. Remember this love, when 
you gaze upon the image of the Sacred Heart. 


The Cross. 


When we look upon the image of the Sacred Heart, our Lord 
seems to say to us: ‘Behold, my son, my daughter, I bore your 
sins on the wood of the cross; I redeemed you on the cross; on 
the cross I prayed for my executioners: Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do; from the cross I gave you Mary as 
a mother; on the cross I accomplished everything that was nec- 
essary for your salvation. Behold, how I have loved you amid 
sufferings; do you therefore suffer patiently for me.” 


The Wlound in the heart of Jesus. 


Our Lord permitted His Heart to be opened, that we might 
at all times find a place of refuge therein, and that from it a 
constant stream of graces might flow to us. The Heart of Jesus 
isalways open tous. ‘“‘Come to the fountains, ye all, who are 
thirsty; hasten to buy and to eat. Come to buy wine and 
milk without money.” All, the rich and the poor, the great and 
the lowly, should therefore hasten to this fountain, the open 
Heart of Jesus, and draw from it all graces in abundance. 


‘Remember Me.”’ 


To our loved ones we give a remembrance, in order that 
they may often think of us. Thus our Divine Lord gave to us, 
in the image of His Heart, a beautiful, touching memorial of 
Himself, the sight of which should often remind us of Him. And 
He speaks to us the significant words, ‘‘Do not forget me! Do 
not forget the sufferings My Heart endured for thee; do not 
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forget the mercy and treasures of grace this Heart encloses 
for thee. Remember Me!’ This is the silent language of the 
flames, of the cross, of the wound, aud of the crown of thorns 
represented on the picture of the Sacred Heart. 









The Sacred Heart of Fesus Changes 
Hatred into Love. 


The following letter was sent in 1865 to the French ‘‘Mes- 
senger of the Sacred Heart’’: 

Some time ago there was announced to me the visit of a per- 
son who was universally esteemed for piety and many apparent 
good qualities. She said to me to my great astonishment: ‘‘For 
six years I have not been to communion ; only once or twice have 
I made my Easter duty. I am angry with a person to whom I 
had always been good, for whom I sacrificed everything: she 
has deeply injured me and turned my family against me, and I 
will never forgive her; no, never.”’ 


Terrible Hatred and Vindictiveness. 


‘‘Remember your dying hour,’’ I said, “‘and ask yourself 
earnestly what you would do then.’’ Withan indifference which 
made my blood run cold, she said, ‘‘At my death I would forgive 
her as little as I do now, and if she appeared before me in my 
last hour I would gather up my last strength to spit in her face. 
If she were here now, all the affection I have for you could not 
prevent me giving her a box on the ear in your presence. Noth- 
ing could influence me to change my feeling toward her.’’ ‘‘Un- 
happy one,”’ I cried, ‘‘would you plunge into eternal damnation?’’ 
and she answered, ‘“‘the good God may do with me what he will ; I 
will never forgive her. I have told my confessor that I would 
rather go to hell than humiliate myself so deeply.’’ I will not 
attempt to further describe the horrible determination which this 
poor blinded person displayed and with which she persisted in 
her perverted view of the matter. It made me quite ill, for I had 
never seen such hatred and vindictiveness over an injury. It re- 
lieved my feelings somewhat when at her departure this poor 
victim of the evil one said to me, “‘Pray for me, nevertheless, 
and get others to pray. It was on that account alone that I 
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came to you. I thought you knew so many pious souls and 
would perhaps induce them to pray for the grace of God for 


me.’ 
“Make a Wovena Before this Picture.’’ 


A few days later I saw my visitor again, but she seemed to 
be even more fixed than ever in her hatred. To my continued 
urging she always answered, ‘‘No, I will not forgive and I wish 
my enemy as much evil as she has done me.’’ Then a happy 
thought came to my mind. I gave her a picture of the Sacred 
Heart and said, ‘‘Make a novena before this picture; the 
Heart of Jesus will be more powerful than the persuasions of 
your confessor and my own. Turn to Jesus and pray to the Di- 
vine Heart, and you will find in His love the strength to make 
the sacrifice which you have refused to our prayers and our urg- 
ing.’’ Then I departed, happy in the thought that I had given 
over to the Heart of Jesus the responsibility for the salvation of 
this soul. 

And indeed, the Divine Heart very soon won a complete 
victory. In but ashort time this poor soul was quite changed. 
She forgave completely and wished her enemy as much good as 
she had formerly wished her evil. She is now full of peace and 
happiness, while for six long years she had known only bitterness 
and unrest. She has begun anew her former edifying life, again 
receives holy communion three or four times a week, and we 
have reasons to hope that she will with all her strength glorify 
the infinitely merciful Heart of Jesus, to whom she is now doubly 
indebted for her salvation. 

Oh, if this Heart of boundless mercy, were only better known 
by mankind! if they only forgot less quickly the insults which 
they heap upon it, they would surely not have the courage to 
nourish enmity among themselves. How could it humiliate or 
disgrace anyone to imitate the generosity of his God? 





Blessed St. Benedict’s Medals. 


In future we will distribute only the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medals. If 
any of our readers should desire such, we will be pleased to send them. 
As Medals can not be sold after they have been blessed, and in order to 


guard against any possible loss of indulgences, we think it advisable that 
those who desire Jubilee Medals send the offering in advance. We will 
have medals blessed every Monday, and after the blessing they will be 
forwarded to those who have requested such. 
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Devotion 'to the Sacred Heart of Fesus 
Effects a bhappy Reconciliation. 


N the year 1885 the Jesuit Fathers Carrara and Basile held 
a mission in the city of Zara in Dalmatia. One day a 
man came to see Father Basile. ‘‘Help me, Father,’’ he 
said, “‘my life is in danger.’’ ‘‘How is that?’’ asked the 

missionary. ‘In my youth I hada dispute with a man in a neigh- 

boring village; we came to blows and I killed him. This crime 
cost me twenty years hard imprisonment. It is now two years 
since I returned home, but the family which I robbed of its head 
follows me with its hatred and seeks continually to take re- 
venge upon me. I live in constant fear and anxiety; deliver me, 

I beseech you, from this pitiable condition.’’ 

‘“My son, may God protect you, for I do not know what I 
can do to help you.’’ The unfortunate pleaded so earnestly, 
that the Father promised to seek an opportunity to help him. 
However, the priest with whom the missionary was staying, from 
previous knowledge, represented to him that many influential 
persons had already thrown away their trouble and that the 
affair was quite hopeless. ‘‘Hopeless, indeed,’’ answered the 
missionary, “‘if I should depend upon my own strength, but I 
place my entire trust in the Divine Heart. It will grant me this 
favor, and upon this point I shall not disturb myself.’’ 


Pictures of the Sacred Weart of Fesus and Mary. 


Next morning he set out with the chief magistrate of the 
village, who carried two pictures of the Sacred Hearts covered 
with a cloth. He arrived at the home of the injured family and 
having asked to see the master of the house, was led into the 
apartment of the murdered man’s two sons. “I came,’’ he 
began, ‘‘to bless you, your family and your possessions.’’ These 
words were received with joy and gratitude. The missionary 
availed himself of this favorable impression and continued, ‘‘Not 
from me will you receive this blessing, but from the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary,’’ and then uncovered the pictures. 
The two brothers, deeply touched, fell at the missionary’s feet. 
‘"Before the Sacred Heart blesses you, it desires the fulfillment 
of a condition, which I shall explain to you.’’ ‘‘Father what 
does it concern?’’ cried the elder, ‘“‘we are ready, are we not?”’ 
he added turning to his brother. ‘“‘Yes,’’ the other answered, 
‘we are ready.”’ 
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‘“Very well; the Sacred Heart charges you to forgive the 
murderer of your father.’’ 


Sudden Change. 


He had scarcely spoken the words when the elder brother, 
who was the more obstinate, threw out his arms and cried, 
“Where is he that we may take him to our hearts?’ All 
present were very much astonished at this sudden change, and 
the missionary caused the penitent to be immediately sought for, 
who was awaiting in great suspense the result of the undertaking. 
Arrived at the door of the house, he fell upon his knees and 
greeted the brothers with the customary salutation, *’Praised be 
Jesus Christ,’’ and asked if he might enter. The permission 
being given, he entered, approached the brothers and repeated 
upon his knees the salutation, adding, ‘‘May I come still near- 
er?’’ Receiving this permission, he moved forward upon his 
knees toward the elder brother, then greeted him the third time 
and asked whether the reconciliation was now complete. At 
these words, the offended one, with outstretched arms rushed up 
to him and embraced him as a friend. 


Complete Reconciliation. 


All present—and a number had gathered to witness this 
scene—were moved to tears. The missionary pointed to the 
picture of the Sacred Heart and said, ‘You have mutually for- 
given, now both parties must beg forgiveness of the Sacred 
Heart, the one for the crime which he committed, the other for 
so long fostering hatred.’’ They obeyed; then came general 
embracing, even among the little children. 

The missionary encouraged them to preserve the newly 
restored peace and to remain faithful to the devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. The pardoned murderer could not contain him- 
self for joy. ‘“‘During my long imprisonment I was fortunate 
enough to save forty-two dollars, which I give you that Masses 
may be offered for the murdered man.’’ ‘‘Not so,’’ answered 
the elder brother, ‘‘it is our place to care for the soul of our 
father.’’ This money shall be offered to the Sacred Heart, to 
whom we are indebted for these graces. We will use it in 
procuring a handsome frame for these two pictures, which shall 
be hung up in the church as a lasting memorial of gratitude for 
our reconciliation.’’ 

Before the missionary departed he blessed the dwelling and 
a repast was spread, of which the two brothers partook with their 
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new friend, and all were recipients of toasts which were given with 
the expression of great affection. As the missionary had re- 
quired, both parties received the Sacraments of Penance and Holy 
Eucharist, and three days afterward in the church they renewed 
during the sermon their promise to preserve peace and good will. 
It is needless to remark that this occurrence made a deep im- 
pression; many of the villagers could not restrain their tears. 
Besides, many of them were moved to put an end to existing 
enmities and resolved upon being reconciled. So in a most 
striking manner was the promise of our Redeemer fulfilled, which 
had been made to Blessed Margaret Alacoque, that He would 
visit with rich graces the place where the picture of His Sacred 
Heart was exposed and honored. 





The Heart of Jesus Assists Us in Conquering 
Our Passions. 


Having been well brought up by good Christian parents, I led 


for many years, after my departure from the parental roof, a 
pure moral life. In course of time, however, I had the dreadful 
misfortune, though without my fault, to become acquainted with 
a certain vice, which through ignorance I did not look upon as 
sinful, but regarded it merely as natural. Still from time to time, 
a doubt arose within me as to whether I might not be doing 
wrong, until I one day happened to take up a book, which 
instructed me on the sad condition in which I was living. From 
this time forward, it was my earnest endeavor to resist this passion 
with all my strength. 

But this was not so easy. I often begged of God, prostrate 
upon my knees and amid tears, to grant me strength and fortitude 
to overcome the temptation which had already become a passion 
to me. I made several novenas to the Sacred Heart and to St. 
Joseph in order to obtain the grace of making a good general 
confession, and my prayers were heard. 

At the time of the jubilee I had the happiness to make a good 
confession of my whole life; but as I was obliged often afterwards 
to accuse myself in confession of a relapse, I promised that in 
case my prayer should be answered I would become a zealous 
client of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. For this purpose 
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I was enrolled in the League of the Sacred Heart and Apostleship 
of Prayer, and promised to publish the fact, if for half a year I 
should not relapse into this sin. The half year has passed and 
I have indeed experienced what it means to rest on the Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary. My passion is conquered, and that which was 
formerly impossible, is now easy for me. 





Do not Lose Mope. 

A wayward daughter, in spite of the most urgent entreaties 
of her mother, pursued a wicked course of life. The unfortunate 
child continued to go from bad to worse until she had almost 
entirely lost her faith. She had neglected her Easter duties for 
several years. In her deep grief and distress, the afflicted mother 
came to me for advice. 

I asked her whether she never insisted upon her daughter’s 
approaching the sacraments. ‘‘Oh, yes,’’ she said, “‘but I have 
not the courage to say anything more to her, she becomes so 
infuriated. I would not mind this, but she then utters the most 
dreadful blasphemies.’’ The poor woman mentioned one of her 
expressions, which, however, I dare not repeat, as the very 
thought of it makes me grow cold. ‘‘Ah, poor mother! in this 
case there is nothing but prayer that will avail anything,’’ I said 
to her. ‘Let us make a novena in honor of the Sacred Heart, 
and if our petition be granted, publish it in the Messenger.’’ 

And He, who came to seek that which was lost, sought the 
erring sheep, and brought it to the confessional. I think it was 
on the last day of the novena. May no mother lose hope for her 
wayward children, but invoke the Sacred Heart with confidence 
for the grace of conversion. The Heart of Jesus will sooner or 
later grant the prayer of an afflicted mother’s heart. 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Blessed Angela of Foligni and the Sacred Heart. 


NGELA Was born in 1248, in Foligni, Italy, and reared by 
pious parents in the fear of God. After her marriage 
she gave herself up for a long time to a worldly life, to 
self-seeking and vanity. Her soul found no rest in all 

this. Remorse found its way into all her diversions and God’s 
loving grace knocked often with irresistible power for entrance 
into her heart by means of thoughts on the just judgement and 
the pains of eternal damnation. Frightened by these she began 
to pray more and especially to meditate devoutly upon the 
bitter passion of Christ. This proved the means of her thorough 
conversion. 

Our Lord on His part came to her with extraordinary graces, 
appeared to her often and instructed her as she rose step by step 
from the corrupting deeps of worldly infatuations to the pure love 
of God. He especially impressed upon her ¢hat she should hide 
herself deep in His sacred wounds, and in the love which He 
had shown her through His passion and death. 

On one occasion He placed before her all her sins. He enu- 
merated how she had offended, by her head through vain attire, 
with her eyes by observing sinful things, with her ears in listening 
to flattering words, with her tongue by slander, lying and cursing, 
and how He for all these sins of her body and soul had 
rendered atonement and satisfaction. 

Then He said, ‘“‘for the sins of thy heart, anger, envy, impure 
love, inordinate desires and inclinations, / have permitted my 
heart to be pierced with the lance, that out of the wound might 
flow to thy heart a healing remedy against all passions and sins 
of thy heart: the water which is to extinguish the flame of thy 
sinful love and desires, and the blood for the remission of the sins 
of anger and of envy.”’ 

She further relates: ‘‘Once I prayed to the Mother of Jesus 
and to St. John the Evangelist, for the sake of the suffering 
which they had endured, to obtain for me a token which would 
always remind me of the passion of Christ. While thus fervently 
praying, I had a vision in which appeared the Heart of Jesus and 
I heard these words: ‘/u this Heart there is no deception, 
but all is truth.’ On another occasion, Christ appeared to me 
in great splendor, at the same time granting me an increased 
knowledge of Himself. Then He bade me draw near and told me 
to put my mouth to the wound in His side and drink of the blood 


‘ 
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that flowed therefrom, at the same time making known to me that 
in His blood I should be purified.’’ 

Through such tnstructions and graces was the heart of 
this blessed soul moved to repentence. Waving withdrawn from 
the world, she entered the third order of St. Francis, in which 
she led a penitential and edifying life. She died in the year 1309, 
in the odour of sanctity. 





The Sacred Heart and Bl. Christina of Stomme\ln. 





From the holy gospel we know that our Lord permitted 
Satan to tempt Him three times; so we are not to wonder if in 
the lives of the saints we often read that God has given Satan 
the power to tempt and assault them in many ways. Among these 
tried and faithful servants of God is numbered Blessed Christina. 

She was born in 1242 in Stommeln, a village near Cologne. 
As a twelve year old maiden she left her kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ances and went to the city, where she began to lead a most 
mortified life. /x her prayers she petitioned solely for a fer- 
vent love for God; and as a principal means for attaining to 
that she meditated upon all that Christ had suffered for her. 

After spending two years in these religious exercises, God 
permitted Satan to torment her in many ways by temptations and 
bodily sufferings. He appeared to her now in the form of a saint 
or an angel, now as a devout religious. But Christina found 77 
the wounds and in the Heart of Jesus a secure refuge. One 
day Satan threatened to kill her. When he viciously attacked 
her, the holy maid cried with aloud voice, ‘“Lord Jesus Christ, I 
beseech Thy most merciful Heart, broken through love, if it is 
Thy will that these evil spirits kill me, that Thou wouldst take 
up my terrified and oppressed heart and mercifully keep it in 
Thine own most gracious Heart.’’ 

When Satan found himself baffled by Christina’s prayer 
and trust in the Heart of Jesus, he clothed himself in the habit 
of a religious and attempted to dissuade her from further petition- 
ing this Divine Heart. In just anger at sucha suggestion, Christina 
said, ‘‘You should blush for shame, you who have the appearance 
and dress of a religious and appear to be an especial friend of 
God, that you are sunken to such a depth of folly as to try 
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to turn me away from that most tender Heart which is my 
only security and my only salvation. But you shall know that 
your attempts are madein vain. And if all the devils in hell exert 
themselves to persuade and torment me, they shall never be able 
to turn me away from this most loving heart.’”’ 

One night Christina heard a soft voice which tried to persuade 
her that she should not go to holy Communion the next morning, 
that she was a great sinner and not worthy to receive it. In her 
doubt as to whether this voice came from a good spirit or from 
an evil one, she turned in prayer to Jesus Christ. /mmediately 
He appeared to her, pressed her to His merciful Heart and 
filled her with unspeakable joy. The next morning Christina 
hastened to church, rejoicing, and having received the Savior in 
holy Communion, was consoled by Him in the sweetest manner. 

These attacks of Satan continued for over thirty years. A 
bloody battle was fought at Worringen, in the neighborhood of 
Cologne, in 1288, when suddenly all these trials ceased, and she 
was permitted to spend the last twenty-four years of her life in 
undisturbed peace of soul. Her happy death occurred in the 
year 1312. 





Time and Eternity. 


A lady of the world, who day after day spent her time in 
eating and drinking, adorning her person, and visiting, and her 
evenings at the theatre, the concert, or in some pleasure-seeking 
company, upon returning home one evening, after having had a 
very merry time, found her maid engaged in reading a spiritual 
book. She glanced into the book, then said jokingly, ‘‘You poor, 
melancholy girl, how can you find pleasure in reading such a 
book?’’ The lady went to bed, but was unable to sleep and tossed 
about sighing and moaning. The maid observing the restlessness 
of her mistress, arose and asked why she could not rest. The lady 
burst into a flood of tears and said, ‘‘Ah! I read a word in your 
book which gives me no rest, that word is eternity.”’ 

The consequence was that the lady abandoned her former 
course of life, in order to prepare herself earnestly for eternity. 
Time and eternity are indeed a serious matter. 
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The Timely Reception of Extreme Unction. 


PHYSICIAN writes concerning the timely reception of 

extreme unction: ‘““There are people who defer the ad- 

ministration of extreme unction, under the pretext a sick 

person must not be frightened, and if extreme unction 
be administered, he will know that he must die, or at least, that 
his condition is serious. Such persons little realize the effects 
of this sacrament, for according to the express teaching of the 
Church, extreme unction often restores health to the body. Asa 
physician I have so often had opportunity to witness this effect, 
that for the sake of the patient’s bodily welfare, I always urge 
an early reception of extreme unction. 

If, before this sacrament is administered, the patient’s con- 
dition seems constantly to grow worse and the remedies prove 
ineffectual, there is often a sudden change after the administra- 
tion of extreme unction. The excited sufferer becomes calm, falls 
into a peaceful sleep, and the remarkable effects produced by the 
remedies are truly astonishing. If, however, the administration 
of this sacrament is deferred until the last moments, when the 
sick person is very often in a state of unconsciousness, we cannot 
expect that God will, as it were, fling his graces after us.’’ 

A pious person, who had been seriously ill, related the 
following after her recovery : 

‘‘At times during my sickness my mind began to wander, and 
my soul was tormented by anxiety and temptations to despair. 
Each small sin pressed upon me like a ponderous weight, and I 
seemed to bear the guilt of all the grievous sins of other people. 
Fear and terror forced the perspiration from every pore. It 
seemed to me impossible to live in this state any longer. My 
confessor, who saw my agony, administered to me extreme 
unction, and with one blow all my terror and depression disap- 
peared and I never slept more peacefully than the night after 
receiving the last annointing. And although my sickness con- 
tinued to increase and I was from time to time totally unconscious 
and even occasionally attacked by temptations, they were easily 
overcome, and from the time I received extreme unction I re- 
mained entirely free from the despair and anguish described 
above.’’ Any further remark would be superfluous. 


Another remarkable instance on this subject was recently 
related to the Venerable Superioress of the religious of the Good 
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Shepherd in Port Said, Egypt. The writer says: ‘On account 
of ‘the prevailing cholera epidemic, we were obliged to keep in 
the house, besides the remedies against the disease, a supply of 
disinfectants, among which was sulphuric acid. Our sister, em- 
ployed as cook, was one evening, while we were reciting the office 
in choir, seized with violent painsin the stomach. Without saying 
a word to anyone, she went to the infirmary, and in the dark 
drank from the first bottle she laid hands on, which alas! proved 
to be the sulphuric acid. A few minutes later I was called to the 
dormitory, where the poor sufferer had thrown herself upon a 
bed. She could only tell me in broken syllables what had hap- 
pened. The physician who had been summoned pronounced her 
case hopeless; soap water which we made her drink took no 
effect; she could not vomit and her throat and mouth had become 
so burnt and swollen, that she could scarcely breathe and she 
was unable to swallow a drop of water. We then reminded her 
that the holy sacrament of extreme unction had often restored 
health to the inmates of our convent and hospital, and she pre- 
pared for its reception with the firm hope that it would restore 
her. The holy rite was scarcely ended when she was seized with 
a violent fit of vomiting, after which she breathed easily and 
drank some ice cold milk. She was saved, and a few days of rest 
restored her strength, and enabled her to resume the duties of 
her former occupation. 


Many years ago a lady died in Alsace from the effects of a 
fall upon the pavement. When found she was unconscious, and 
although she still breathed, she gave no other sign of life. As 
the remedies applied were of no avail, extreme unction was ad- 
ministered the third day. Hardly were the prayers ended, when 
the lady began to speak in a clear audible voice saying, ‘‘I desire 
to go to confession and to receive the Holy Viaticum. I have 
heard everything that has been said about me and knew all that 
was being done, but I was unable to give any sign.’’ 

While she made her confession another priest hurried to the 
church to bring the Blessed Sacrament. She then received holy 
communion, having the full use of her faculties. She was allowed 
to pray quietly for a few minutes, after which she peacefully 
breathed her last while her attendants tried to give her a little 
nourishment. 
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Some time ago I was called to the bedside of a schoolboy, 
who lay dangerously ill of typhoid fever. The physician who 
attended him had given up all hopes. The mother asked of me 
to administer extreme unction to the sick boy, who had almost 
entirely lost his speech and hearing. I went with her at once, 
and found that I could do nothing more than comply with her 
request. Later on the mother told me that after my departure 
the boy, who before had been very restless and often screamed 
aloud, fell into a peaceful sleep, from which he awoke the next 
day, quite refreshed and strengthened. The third day his appe- 
tite began to return and when I again visited him, I found him 
playing in his room, well and happy. The doctor, who had be- 
lieved him already dead, was not a little surprised, when calling 
some time later, to find him sitting up and eating with great relish. 


At Lausanne in Switzerland, a young lady, a stranger in the 
city, became ill and in spite of all the efforts of the protestant 
physician Tissot, who had recourse to all the remedies of his art, 
her sickness assumed a very alarming character. When her 
dangerous condition was made known to her, she was overcome 
with fear and pain. The thought of being obliged so soon to quit 


this world, filled her with consternation, and she became a prey 
to an awful disquietude and despair. The physician, knowing 
that this new excitement would only hasten the end, did not 
hesitate, contrary to his custom, to advise her to seek comfort 
in religion. A priest was summoned; the sick girl took to heart 
the words of comfort which he spoke to her. She became calm, 
began to occupy herself with God and her salvation, and received 
the sacraments in a very edifying manner. The physician, when 
calling next day, was astonished to find her in such a peaceful 
state of mind. Her fever had abated, all symptoms were favor- 
able, and it was not long until her sickness entirely disappeared. 
Doctor Tissot often related this occurence, which he usually 


ended with the words: ‘‘How powerful is the sacrament of pen- 
ance with Catholics !’’ 





In future we will have the so-called Crozier rosaries blessed every 
Monday. As blessed rosaries can not be sold, offerings intended for such, 
should be sent in advance. 
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For Some. 


We hereby wish to express our sincerest gratitude 
to all the esteemed subscribers of Tabernacle and 
Purgatory who have so kindly complied with our re- 
quest, by sending in their subscription fees, thereby saving 
us a great amount of labor and expense. But as there 
are some who are still in arrears, we would beg of these to 
send in their renewals of subsrciptions, at an early date, and 
thus save us paying four times as much postage for their 
booklets, as well as other annoyances connected with the 
sending of periodicals to subscribers who have not paid up 
their subscriptions according to the new postal regulation. 


If any one should fail to receive the booklet, or not receive 
it regularly, we will feel greatly obliged for prompt information. 


Agents Wanted. 


As mentioned in our two last issues, we desire to have in every parish a 
good trustworthy person, who will collect the subscriptions for Tabernacle 
and Purgatory. No doubt there are many who are willing to do this 
without recompense—for the greater honor of God. Should others wish a 
remuneration, we are ready to allow 1o cents for each subscription 
collected. 

Thus far, a considerable number of our kind readers have offered 
their much appreciated services, however, there are still many places at 
which we have no agents. 

We therefore again earnestly entreat our kind friends, for the honor 
of our Eucharistic God, to assist us in this matter, as it will be almost 
impossible to carry on the publication of our booklet successfully, without 
the help of agents. 

In our days, when mankind is animated with such eagerness to obtain 
temporal goods, it is indeed necessary that a better knowledge of the one 
true Good, Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, be spread among the 
faithful. And in this good work our agents can participate in a particular 
manner, if they, each within his own circle, labor for the interests of our 
periodical. 

We therefore confidently trust that many of our readers will lend us 
a helping hand. Those who will be so kind as to accept the agency, we 
would respectfully request to inform us as soon as possible. Should any- 
one be able to take it for an entire city or town, we would prefer this to 
their taking charge of a single parish. 

Diplomas will be sent to all our agents, and noone who is unable to show 


such, is authorized to collect subscriptions to our booklet. 
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A Few Extracts from Letters Received. 


A priest in North Dakota writes: ‘‘Enclosed please find $1.00 for two 
copies of your beautiful publication Tabernacle and Purgatory. This 
pamphlet is really worth reading, on account of its edifying contents, and 
ought to be in the hands of every Catholic desirous of God and heaven.” 


A subscriber in New York writes: ‘Enclosed please find one dollar. 
I regret very much having delayed sending my subscription for the renewal 
of Tabernacle and Purgatory. We all love to read the booklet and look 
forward with pleasure to its arrival. I find it a great spiritual help.” 


A lady in Missouri writes: ‘‘Enclosed find 50 cents in stamps for 
renewal for paper Tabernacle and Purgatory. I enjoy reading it very 
much. I always learn something of benefit from each number.’ 


A friend in Kansas writes: ‘Will you please send mea picture of the 
Sacred Heart, price 30 cents, as listed on inside cover of May Number of 
Tabernacle and Purgatory. I appreciate your periodical very highly.” 


A reader in Wisconsin says: ‘I am writing to inform you that I am 
willing to be your agent inthis place. I will send the money for my books 
as soon as I hear from you. I have learnt to be much more of a Christian 
since I get your books, for which I am very thankful.” 


A Sister in Indiana writes: ‘‘We herewith send you annual subscrip- 
tion for your much-valued beautiful magazine Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
and beg of you to kindly send all the numbers of the current year to the 
above address.” 


A kind friend in Missouri writes: ‘‘I am ashamed that I have not 
written before this to tell you, if I could act as agent for the little book 
Tabernacle and Purgatory, I would be more than glad to do so. With 
the babies and other duties my hands are full, but my daughter will think 
it a pleasure to do this for you. Let me know if you wish me to collect 
for the book and we will do all we can to get subscribers. It certainly 
should be welcome in every home, for it is a lovely book.” 


An old friend in New York City says: “I wish you would write to 
the following persons and give my name as your authority for correspond- 
ing, with the view to have them solicit for your elegant magazine. And by 
the way, while on this subject, allow me to express my satisfaction at the 
way in which the magazine is turned out. There is one fault, however, I 
find with it, and that is there is not enough of reading matter in it. Iam 
not saying this by way of criticism, but I always find when I get through 
reading the magazine that I wish it were ten times as large, the reading 
matter is so interesting. With regard to your subscribers, | am at your 
service, free of charge, of course, to collect subscription in the territory 
mentioned.” 
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St. Joseph’s Academy, 


Clyde, Nodaway Co., Missouri. 


During twenty-five years the Benedictine Sisters of Perpet- 
ual Adoration have conducted an Academy for the instruction 
and education of Catholic girls and young ladies. 

Owing to the want of building accommodations the Academy 
had to be closed for the past two years, but will be re-opened 
this fall, September 1908. 

Only good Catholic girls will be admitted. 

A careful cultivation of the heart and mind is the principal 
aim of this institution. 

Children preparing for their first holy communion are thor- 
oughly instructed in the truths of our holy religion. 

Young ladies are given opportunity for preparing themselves 
to become capable teachers. 

The Academy is pleasantly situated in a healthful locality, 
near the St. Louis and Omaha or Wabash railroad, and two miles 
from the Chicago Great Western. 

For particulars apply to 
Mother Superior. 


Our Pictures. 


As has been mentioned in recent issues of our booklet, we 
have some very handsome religious pictures for sale. A great 
number of our kind friends and readers have expressed to us 
their exceeding delight and appreciation regarding them. In 
order that no family need be without one or more of these 
beautiful works of art, we will hereafter sell them at somewhat 
reduced prices, as will be seen by the list on cover of this book- 
let. A beautiful picture, inspiring devotion, may do incalculable 
good, for it often moves the heart more effectually than an 
eloquent sermon. 
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Remembrance for First Communicants. 


As aremembrance for first communicants, we would highly 
recommend the ‘‘Beautiful Instructions of the Bl. Cure of Ars.’’ 
They are very instructive and written in such simple language, 
that every child is able to understand them and read them with 
profit. 

Handsomely bound, with gold title on cover, 35 cts. 

In pamphlet form, paper cover, 20 cts. 





Beautiful Half Tone Pictures. 


We are in possession of a number of beautiful pictures which 
we sell at very reasonable prices. Each of these works of art is 
an ornament to every Christian home and will prove a source of 
edification to old and young. 


Price of Pictures: 


Mother Most Admirable g X IT in. 
Ecce Homo 14% x19”’ 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19 X 25 
Angel Guardian 9% x21 
Agony of our Lord I5x21%’ 
Mother Most Sorrowful 15 x21% 
Mother Most Amiable 17 X 25 
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